Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Doug Vincent-Lang, Commissioner

Division of Commercial Fisheries
Sam Rabung, Director

PO Box 115526
Juneau, AK 99811-5526
www.adfg.alaska.gov

Sitka Area Office
304 Lake Street, Room 103
Sitka, AK 99835

Advisory Announcement - CONTACT: Aaron Dupuis
For Immediate Release: April 04, 2020 Sitka Area Management Biologist
aaron.dupuis@alaska.gov

(907) 747-6688

SITKA SOUND HERRING FISHERY UPDATE # 13

Sitka...Today’s aerial survey covered the Sitka Sound area from Cape Burunof to Salisbury Sound. Weather during the
flight was good with light winds and clear skies. A total of 7.7 nautical miles of active herring spawn was observed on
Kruzof Island south of Shelikof Bay, Fred’s Creek, from Inner Point to Point Brown, and on Krestof Island from Rob Point
to Eastern Bay, and in the Magoun Islands. Smaller areas of spawn were observed closer to Sitka north of Watson Point and
near Crescent Harbor (Figure 1). The cumulative miles of herring spawn to date is approximately 25.3 nautical miles.

The next aerial survey will be Sunday, April 5 and the next fishery update will be issued by Monday, April 6.

The department is experimenting with a mobile data collection app used during herring surveys to provide interactive maps
for displaying survey spawning information. The "Sitka Sound daily herring spawn™ map displays spawn location data for
the current day and the "Sitka Sound herring surveys" map allows users to view all of the data collected for each survey
throughout the 2020 season. Survey data have not been edited and are for reference purposes only. Because these maps are
still under development, feedback is appreciated. The interactive maps are located on the department website at:
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=commercialbyareasoutheast. herring#maps.

Under Alaska’s Health Mandates 10, 11, and 12, commercial fishing is an Essential Business and is part of Alaska’s
Essential Services and Critical Infrastructure. Commercial fishermen should ensure that all travel and other activities in
support of commercial fishing operations follow protocols in Alaska COVID-19 Health Mandates. COVID-19 Health
Mandates may be found here: https://gov.alaska.gov/home/covid19-healthmandates/.

Advisory Announcement web site: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=cfnews.main.

Office Ketchikan Petersburg Wrangell Sitka Juneau Haines Yakutat
ADF&G 225-5195 772-3801 874-3822 747-6688 465-4250 766-2830 784-3255
AWT 225-5111 772-3983 874-3215 747-3254 465-4000 766-2533 784-3220
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Figure 1. Active herring spawn observed in Sitka Sound on April 4, 2020.
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